MéL STRAEET ACLkP

Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title XTIV PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS
Chapter 82 THE LAYING OUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC

WAYS, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 17 JURISDICTION

Section 17. The city council of a city and the selectmen or road commissioners of a town may
exercise original jurisdiction, concurrent with the county commissioners, of petitions for altering,
relocating or making specific repairs upon a highway within the town limits, but except as to such
parts thereof as, by such action, become unnecessary for public use, a city or town shall not
discontinue any highway or diminish the width thereof, nor shall it assess upon the county any part
of the expense of altering, relocating or repairing. The proceedings of cities and towns and their
officers hereunder shall be the same as in the laying out of highways or town ways. Nothing in
sections seventeen to nineteen, inclusive, shall diminish the powers over highways granted to a city

by its charter.




Part1 ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title XIV PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

Chapter 82 THE LAYING OUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC

WAY'S, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 21 AUTHORITY TO LAY OUT WAYS

Section 21. The selectmen or road commissioners of a town or ¢ity council of a city may lay out,
relocate or alter town ways, for the use of the town or city, and private ways for the use of one or
more of the inhabitants thereof; or they may order specific repairs to be made upon such ways; and
a town, at a meeting, or the city council of a city, may discontinue a town way or a private way.




Part i ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title XIV PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

Chapter 82 THE LAYING OUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC
WAYS, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 22 : NOTICE OF INTENTION

Section 22. Seven days at least prior to the laying out, relocation or alteration of a town way or
private way a written notice of the intention of the selectmen or road commissioners of the town to
lay out, relocate or alter the same shall be left by them, at the usual place of abode of the owners of
the land which will be taken for such purpose, or delivered to such owner in person or to his tenant
or authorized agent. If the owner has no such place of abode in the town and no tenant or
authorized agent therein known to the selectmen or if, being a resident in the town, he is not known
as such to the selectmen or road commissioners, such notice shall be posted in a public place in the
town seven days at least before the laying out, relocation or alteration of such way. This section
shall not apply to cities,




Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title XIV PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

Chapter 82 THE LAYING OUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC

WAYS, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 23 FILING AND ACCEPTANCE OF PLAN

Section 23. No town way or private way which has been laid out, relocated or altered by the
selectmen or road commissioners shall, except as hereinafter provided, be established until such
laying out, relocation or alteration, with the boundaries and measurements of the way, is filed in
the office of the town clerk and, not less than seven days thereafter, is accepted by the town at a

town meeting. This section shall not apply to cities.



Part1 ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title XIV PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

Chapter 82 THE LAYING OUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC

WAY'S, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 24 TAKING BY EMINENT DOMAIN; DAMAGES

Section 24. If it is necessary to acquire land for the purposes of a town way or private way which is
laid out, altered or relocated by the selectmen, road commissioners or other officers of a town
under this chapter, such officers shall, within one hundred and twenty days after the termination of
the town mecting at which the laying out, alteration or relocation of such town way or private way
is accepted by the town, acquire such land by purchase or otherwise, or adopt an order for the
taking of such land by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine or institute proceedings for such
taking under chapter eighty A. Any person sustaining damage in his property by the laying out,
alteration or relocation of a town way or private way shall be entitled to recover the same under
said chapter seventy-nine, unless such damage was sustained in connection with a taking made in
proceedings instituted under said chapter eighty A, and any person sustaining damage in his
property by the discontinuance of a town way or private way or by specific repairs thereon shall be
entitled to recover the same under said chapter seventy-nine. If no entry has been made upon land
taken under said chapler seventy-nine for the purpose of a town way, or if the location has for any
other cause become void, a person who has suffered loss or been put to expense by the proceedings
shall be entitled to recover indemnity therefor under said chapter seventy-nine. If a private way is
laid out, relocated, altered or discontinued by a town, or if a town makes specific repairs thereon,
or if a town way is discontinued, the persons upon whose application such way is laid out,
relocated, altered or discontinued or upon whose application specific repairs are made thereon
shall, before such way is entered upon for the purposes of construction, or is closed up, give such
town security satisfactory to the selectmen that they will indemnify such town for all damages and
charges which it is obliged to pay by reason thereof, and all such damages and charges shall be
repaid to the town by the persons making such application; provided, however, that in case of the
discontinuance of a town way the selectmen may order a part of the damages to be paid by the
town. The first sentence of this section shall not apply to cities.




Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT
Title X1V PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

Chapter 82 THE LAYING QUT, ALTERATION, RELOCATION AND DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC
WAYS, AND SPECIFIC REPAIRS THEREON

Section 32 REPORT OF LAID OUT, RELOCATED OR ALTERED ROADS; RECORDATION

Section 32. When a town way or private way is laid out, relocated or altered by the selectmen or
road commissioners or by the county commissioners, they shall in their report or return thereof
specify the manner in which such way is laid out, relocated or altered and shall transmit to the
town clerk a description of the location and bounds thereof, which shall within ten days be

- recorded by him in a book kept for that purpose; and no town shall contest the legality of a way
laid out by it and accepted and recorded as provided in this chapter. Sections twenty-six to thirty-
two, inclusive, shall apply to cities. | |




