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The Threat to Our Homes

¼ Acre next door to your home

Health 

Decrease in Property Value 



Section 100 Bylaw Impact of Commercial Kennel

Improve and beautify the town Dogs congregating and creating noise and 
the waste from 450 dogs per week does  
not beautify a town.

Neighborhood character Noise, smell, contamination, traffic 
changes the neighborhood character.

Protect real estate from damaging uses of 
adjacent property

A letter from Ken Barber of William 
Raveis real estate in Natick has provided a 
letter that states in his professional 
opinion,  property values on Eliot Hill Rd 
go down between 10% - 20%.

Fiscal impact on town Reduced property values equals reduced 
tax revenue

A special permit requires full compliance 
with the bylaws

One non-compliance is enough to deny a 
permit.

Protect the welfare of townspeople Imposing a commercial dog kennel in a 
residential district imposes the above 
hardships on the neighbors.  The bylaw is 
intended to protect the residents from that.

Impact of a commercial kennel on intent of the bylaw
The primary intent of the bylaw is to protect the residents

Preserving health Dog waste is an environmental pollutant



Warrant Article 26 clarifies the bylaw by replacing the definition of a Dog 
Kennel with two Massachusetts definitions: Personal Dog Kennel and 
Commercial Dog Kennel.

This change provides protection from a commercial dog kennel being located 
next door to a home in a residential district.

Purpose of Warrant Article 26



Significant text of the three definitions

In Zoning Bylaw, Section I, Article 1, Section 200 DEFINITIONS: 

FROM:
     Dog Kennel: One collection of dogs owned or kept by a person on a single 

premises irrespective of the purpose for which they are maintained.”

TO:
     Personal Dog Kennel: A collection of more than 4 dogs, owned or kept under 

single ownership, for private personal use; breeding from a personal kennel 
private sale only; shall not sell, a dog not bred; dogs temporarily housed may be 
sold not for profit.

     Commercial Dog Kennel: ‘Commercial establishment of animals that are not the 
property of the owner of the establishment, 



WHAT CHANGES IN THE BYLAWS (Exact wording)
In Zoning Bylaw, Section I, Article 1, Section 200 DEFINITIONS: 

FROM: Dog Kennel: One pack or collection of dogs on a single premises, whether maintained 
for breeding, boarding, sale, training, hunting or other purposes and including any shop where dogs 
are on sale, and also including every pack or collection of more than three dogs three months old, 
or over, owned or kept by a person on a single premises irrespective of the purpose for which they 
are maintained.”
TO: (Mass.General Laws, Part I, Title XX, Chapter 140, Section 136A)
“Personal Dog Kennel: A pack or collection of more than 4 dogs, 3 months old or older, owned 
or kept under single ownership, for private personal use; provided, however, that breeding of 
personally owned dogs may take place for the purpose of improving, exhibiting or showing the 
breed or for use in legal sporting activity or for other personal reasons; provided further, that selling, 
trading, bartering or distributing such breeding from a personal kennel shall be to other breeders or 
individuals by private sale only and not to wholesalers, brokers or pet shops; provided further, that 
a personal kennel shall not sell, trade, barter or distribute a dog not bred from its 
personally-owned dog; and provided further, that dogs temporarily housed at a personal kennel, in 
conjunction with an animal shelter or rescue registered with the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources, may be sold, traded, bartered or distributed if the transfer is not for profit.”

“Commercial Dog Kennel: ‘Commercial boarding or training kennel’, an establishment used for 
boarding, holding, day care, overnight stays or training of animals that are not the property of the 
owner of the establishment, at which such services are rendered in exchange for consideration and 
in the absence of the owner of any such animal; provided, however, that ''commercial boarding or 
training kennel'' shall not include an animal shelter or animal control facility, a pet shop licensed 
under Massachusetts General Law section 39A of chapter 129, a grooming facility operated solely 
for the purpose of grooming and not for overnight boarding or an individual who temporarily, and not 
in the normal course of business, boards or cares for animals owned by others.”





FROM:

 TO:

A -
 Use allowed under a Special 
Permit

O -  An excluded or prohibited use

RG = Residential General
RS = Residential Single
CII =  Commercial Two

III-A.2  USE REGULATION SCHEDULE
INSTITUTIONAL USES RG RM RS PCD SH AP DM CII INI INII H

OTHER USES
53. Dog Kennel A O A O O O (*) A O O O

III-A.2  USE REGULATION SCHEDULE
INSTITUTIONAL USES RG RM RS PCD SH AP DM CII INI INII H

OTHER USES

53. Personal Dog Kennel A O A O O O (*) A O O O

53A. Commercial Dog Kennel O O O O O O (*) A O O O

Changes to Use Regulations Schedule, Zoning bylaw Section III-A.2



HOW DO OTHER TOWNS DEAL WITH THIS KENNEL PROBLEM?

Commercial kennels in residential districts of neighboring towns of Natick 

Town Kennel Status

1 Dover Allowed use with special permit because of the size and 
rural nature.  “They are certainly not invited”

2 Framingham Not allowed

3 Needham Not allowed

4 Sherborn Not allowed

5 Wayland Special permit but very strict in consideration of 
neighbors. Must conform to accessory use, ie be typical of 
what is associated with a residential house.  Town opinion 
is that a commercial kennel would not be accepted.

6 Wellesley Not allowed.

7 Weston Not allowed



SUMMARY

By using the definitions of Personal Dog Kennel and Commercial Dog Kennel: 

•The bylaws are more specific and easier for the applicants and residents to understand

•The threat of property value reduction, environmental pollution, smell, noise, traffic, 
neighborhood character change, etc. next door to your home is eliminated.



Dog waste is an environmental pollutant.

Excerpts:
In 1991, dog waste was labeled a non-point source pollutant by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), placing it in the same category as 
herbicides and insecticides; oil, grease and toxic chemicals; and acid drainage 
from abandoned mines.

It has been estimated that a single gram of dog waste can contain 23 million 
fecal coliform bacteria, which are known to cause cramps, diarrhea, 
intestinal illness, and serious kidney disorders in humans. 

Sources
•Environmental Protection Agency
•U.S. Centers for Disease Contros and Prevention
•Whole Earth magazine, Spring 1999 (Excerpted from Let it Rot!: The 
Gardener’s Guide to Composting, Stu Campbell. Third edition, 1998. 153 PP. 
Storey Books.)








