
ARTICLE 18 – 2019 FATM 
Amend Article 70 of the Town of Natick Bylaws: Public Works Regulations 
(Board of Selectmen) 
 
MOTION: 
 
Move that the Town vote to amend Article 70 of the Town of Natick Bylaws as follows: 
1. Remove the second, third and fourth paragraph of Section 6; and, 
 
2. Insert new Section 8 with the wording: 
 
“Section 8               Private Ways 
 
Snow and Ice Removal. The Town may remove snow and ice from such private ways for emergency vehicle 
access in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws and Board of Selectmen regulations and policies.  
Barriers. Barricades, obstacles, or vehicles on private ways that are a barrier to prompt and appropriate 
emergency access shall be removed on order of the Police or Fire Chief, at the expense of the owner or 
owners of the private way.  However, if the barrier is a vehicle, it shall be removed on order of the Police or 
Fire Chief and at the expense of the owner of the vehicle.  
Temporary Repairs. The Town may perform temporary repairs to private ways that have been open to the 
public for a period of at least six (6) years.  The Town may only perform temporary repairs in accordance with 
regulations and policies issued by the Board of Selectmen and that are determined by the Director of Public 
Works to be required for public necessity.  
Said temporary repairs shall be considered necessary if they abate an immediate hazard.  They shall not be 
considered as maintenance of the private way nor shall the way be considered a public way.  Cash deposits 
or payments shall not be required and betterment charges shall not be assessed for said temporary repairs. 
The Town shall not be liable for any damage to private property caused by such repairs, except as otherwise 
provided by law.  The Town shall not incur any liability whatsoever on account of action or inaction resulting 
pursuant to this Bylaw.”; 
and to take all action necessary or appropriate to accomplish the purposes of this article. 


