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Clean Motion C:  Move that the Town vote to amend the Precedence of 
Motions table of Article 3 of the Natick Town Bylaws by deleting the existing 
table “Precedence of Motions inclusive of footnotes  in its entirety and 
replacing it with the following language labelled below Final Text.  
Final Text 

 
 
 

PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS 
 

 
Motion 

Second 
Required 

 
Debate 

 
Amend 

Vote 
Required 

 
Adjourn or dissolve Yes No No Majority 
Adjourn to a fixed time or recess++++ Yes Yes Yes Majority 
Lay on the table Yes Yes+ No 2/3rds 
For the previous question+++ Yes No No 2/3rds 
For secret ballot Yes No No 2/3rds 
Roll call vote Yes Yes No 1/3rd 
Postpone to a time certain Yes Yes+ Yes Majority 
Commit, recommit, or refer Yes Yes Yes Majority 
Amend Yes Yes Yes Majority 
Postpone indefinitely Yes Yes No Majority 
Main Motion Yes Yes Yes Majority++ 

Take no action +++++ Yes Yes No Majority 
Waive Mandatory Conditions 
Precedent ++++++ 

Yes Yes No 2/3rds 

Reconsideration Yes Yes No 2/3rds 
Take from the table Yes Yes+ No Majority 
Take up an article out of order Yes Yes Yes 2/3rds 

  
+ See Section 3. 

++ Some main motions are required by the general laws to be passed by greater than a 
majority vote; for example, bond issues, zoning changes, the taking of land require a 2/3 
vote. For other examples, refer to the appendix in Town Meeting Time entitled 
"Quantum of Vote." 

+++ 
++++ 

+++++ 

See Section 11 
See Bylaw Article 1 Section 3 
Take no action shall be considered a neutral or non-negative action 

++++++ Finance Committee Public Hearing; See By-Law Article 3, Section 1; Article 23 Section 
4. 

. 
 


