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To: Selectboard@natickma.org

Dear Natick Select board Committee:

[ urge you not to vote in favor of Item G6. I just happened to hear about this on
Channel 5 news this morning! I am

Outraged that would be considered. I have researched and this is what I discovered!!!
As a tax paying resident for

over 36 years I love Natick. I will no longer feel safe in this wonderful community. I
hope you consider

Sanctuary policies can pose significant challenges for towns. Critics argue that such
policies undermine federal law by obstructing immigration enforcement, risking the

loss of federal funding [7] [8] . Public safety is a key concern, as some cases show
individuals with criminal records being released instead of deported, such as the Kate

Steinle case in San Francisco [9] . Additionally, towns may face financial strain
providing services to undocumented individuals, potentially overburdening local

resources [8] . These factors suggest sanctuary policies could create more problems
than they solve, particularly regarding public safety and fiscal impacts. For more
details, see Britannica and the Hoover Institution.

Becoming a sanctuary town, while aimed at protecting undocumented immigrants, can
bring challenges and concerns. Some reasons why towns may decide against adopting
sanctuary policies include: 1. Legal Conflicts with Federal Law: Sanctuary policies
often involve non-cooperation with federal immigration enforcement. Critics argue this
undermines federal authority, leading to legal disputes and potential withholding of

federal funding for non-compliance [7] [8] . 2. Public Safety Concerns: Opponents
suggest sanctuary towns might release individuals with criminal records into
communities instead of handing them over to federal authorities. For instance, high-
profile cases such as the killing of Kate Steinle in San Francisco have fueled fears that

sanctuary policies can inadvertently shelter dangerous individuals [8] [9] . 3.
Resource Strain: Towns might face financial and logistical burdens from providing
services to undocumented individuals, particularly if they become destinations for
larger immigrant populations seeking protection [8] . 4. Divisive Local Impact:
Sanctuary policies can create tension within communities. Some residents might view
such policies as prioritizing undocumented immigrants over existing residents, while
others see them as essential to justice and fairness [7] [9] . These concerns must be
weighed alongside potential benefits, such as fostering trust between immigrant



communities and law enforcement. The debate is deeply rooted in broader discussions
about immigration policy and community priorities. For more detailed perspectives,

see sources like Britannica and Hoover Institution [7] [8] [9] . Here are the
resources used to compile the answer about reasons against sanctuary towns: 1.
Britannica: Provides an overview of sanctuary policies, their legal basis, and
controversies around public safety and federal compliance. Sanctuary Cities | Pros and

Cons [7]

Thank you
Joanne Griffin



